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MEMO Citation Guidelines for Academic Writing in American 

Studies 

 

Principles of Citing Secondary Literature 

Despite their great number and variety, all citation styles share the same basic principles: 

 

1) Your own thoughts need to be clearly distinguished from those of other authors. The 

latter ones, therefore, need to be marked explicitly as being not your own.  

2) You need to state all bibliographical information for each quotation without 

exception. It has to be made undoubtedly clear where a particular statement comes 

from in order to make it retraceable for the reader. 

 

Please use and consult the most recent MLA handbook for all your texts written in the 

field of American Studies.  

 

Titles and Headings 

Titles of independent works need to be put in italics throughout your entire paper. Titles of 

dependent works need to be put in inverted commas. 

 

Independent works: monographs, anthologies, journals, novels, movies, TV series, 

LP/CD/MP3 albums 

Dependent works: essays in anthologies, articles, short stories, poems, an episode of a 

TV series, a song etc. 

 

examples: 

Apart from her novel The Awakening, the short stories “The Story of an Hour” and “Desirée’s Baby” 

are Kate Chopin’s most important writings.  

Rainer Winter’s essay “Die Zentralität von Kultur: Vom Verhältnis von Kultursoziologie und Cultural 

Studies” was published in the anthology Widerspenstige Kulturen: Cultural Studies als 

Herausforderung, that he edited together with Karl H. Hörning. 

An episode of Sex and The City is called “Belles of the Balls.”  

The song “Enjoy the Silence” by Depeche Mode was first published in 1990 on the album Violator. 

Please read this handout carefully and stick to these guidelines during your writing process. In case, your questions 

are not answered by this document, you can always contact the staff of the American Studies, or consult the MLA 

handbook (most recent edition). 
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All words in titles need to be capitalized, except articles (“the”), shorter prepositions (“of”), 

conjunctions (“and”), and particles (“to”). Nevertheless, all these exceptions are capitalized 

if they are the first word of the title. 

 

“The Story of an Hour” 

Michel Foucault: Beyond Structuralism and Hermeneutics 

“Football After Günter Netzer: A Queer Reading” 

 

Foreign Language Expressions 

Foreign Language Expressions used outside of quotations need to be put in italics, e.g. 

erlebte Rede or raison d’être. This rule does not apply to proper names, or if the term used 

has been integrated into English as a loanword (e.g. kindergarten, bildungsroman). 

 

Footnotes 

Footnotes are used for additional information only (such as comments or further 

bibliographic reference that are too long or not relevant enough to be integrated in the text 

itself but need to be mentioned at some point). Please find an example for a footnote text 

below. 

 

Although the working principle of a band like Pulp was irony, and Suede brought in a considerable 

portion of androgyny, it can be argued that Brit-Pop
1
 was predominantly white, male, and rather 

‘straight’ (meaning heterosexual as well as mainstream) 

 

In-Text-Citation 

a) direct quote 

In this sentence, I am using a direct quote by the author: “Accordingly, I put his words in 

quotation marks” (author’s last name page number) 

 

“The fact that ideology has been used to refer to the same conceptual terrain as culture and 

popular culture makes it an important term in any understanding of the nature of popular 

culture” (Storey 2). 
 

                                                
1
 The term Brit-Pop is in a discussion of ‘Englishness’ of course highly problematic. For quite a long 

time in the 20th century the terms “British“ and “English“ were used almost interchangeably. With 

the process of ‘devolution’ Britishness seems to refer rather to political dimensions (the UK) while 

Englishness has a strong cultural connotation. In this regard it is noteworthy that Brit-Pop had strong 

‘English’ references. 
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You can also quote an author indirectly by using his or her name and (in case you are using 

more than one of their works) the title of the monograph or essay in my own writing. In that 

case, you only need to put the page numbers in brackets. 

 

As John Storey points out in Cultural Theory and Popular Culture. An Introduction, “[t]he fact 

that ideology has been used to refer to the same conceptual terrain as culture and popular 

culture makes it an important term in any understanding of the nature of popular culture” 

(2). 

 

In both cases, the complete bibliographic information are stated in Works Cited (see 

bibliography). 

 

b) indirect quote 

When you paraphrase (indirectly quote) another author, you do not need quotation marks. 

In this case, you use the abbreviation cf. (Lat. conferre: Engl. compare). 

 

Some scholars, as for example John Fiske, question the traditional distinction between 

society and culture (cf. Winter 184). 

 

c) longer direct quote 

When you use a quote that exceeds three lines, you need to indent and clearly separate it 

from the main text. 

For this purpose, you reduce your font size by 1 (meaning to 11 in Times New Roman and to 

10 in Arial) and set your line spacing options from 1.5 to 1. You do not need to put this quote 

in quotation marks. As always, you state your literary reference at the end of the quote 

(author’s last name page number). 

 

After the multi-line quote you continue your writing in normal font size (TNR 12, Arial 11) 

and line spacing option 1.5. 

 

d) multiple works by one author 

If you use more than one text by the same author, or texts written by authors of the same 

last name, you add a shortened title after the last name. The two are separated by a comma. 

 

“The fact that ideology has been used to refer to the same conceptual terrain as culture and 

popular culture makes it an important term in any understanding of the nature of popular 

culture” (Storey, Cultural Theory 2). 
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Again you can integrate author name and title into my writing. That way you can distinguish 

more clearly between your own assertions and those of other authors. 

 

“The fact that ideology has been used to refer to the same conceptual terrain as culture and 

popular culture,” John Storey argues, “makes it an important term in any understanding of 

the nature of popular culture” (Cultural Theory 2). 

 

e) omissions, additions and replacements in quotes 

In a direct quote, you always have to copy the original word-by-word, including punctuation 

and accentuations. If you want to shorten the quote, or leave out a few paragraphs, you 

need to highlight this with “[...]”. Please make sure that your omission does not change the 

intended meaning of the source text. 

 

In his book Culture and Society: Coleridge to Orwell Raymond Williams defines culture „[as] 

a whole way of life, [...] as a mode of interpreting all our common experience“ (xviii). 

 

 

Compiling a Bibliography/Works Cited page 

As a rule, you need to organize your sources in alphabetical order. Furthermore, you should 

differentiate between primary and secondary sources.  

 

Monograph 

Last name, first name. Title: Subtitle. place of publication: publishing house, year of 

publication. Medium of Publication. 

 

Williams, Raymond. Culture and Society: Coleridge to Orwell. London: Hogarth, 1993. Print. 

 

 

Anthology 

Editor’s last name, first name, ed. Title: Subtitle. place of publication: publishing house, year 

of publication. Medium of Publication. 

 

Storey, John, ed. Cultural Theory and Popular Culture: A Reader. Athens: University of 

Georgia Press, 2000. Print. 

 

Essay in an anthology 

Author’s last name, first name. “Title: Subtitle.” Book Title. Ed(s). First name last name of the 

editor. place of publication: publishing house, year of publication. Page range of entry. 

Medium of Publication. 
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Hall, Stuart. “Introduction: Who needs ‚Identity’?“ Questions of Cultural Identity. Eds. Stuart 

Hall and Paul du Gay. London: Sage, 1997. 1-17. Print. 

 

Essay in an academic journal 

Author’s last name, first name. “Title: Subtitle.” name of journal volume.issue (year): page 

numbers. Medium of Publication. 

 

Gaines, Jane. “White Privilege and Looking Relations: Race and Gender in Feminist Film 

Theory.” Screen 29.4 (1988): 12-27. Print. 

 

Newspaper or magazine article 

Author’s last name, first name. “Title: Subtitle.” name of newspaper/magazine date of 

publication (MM.DD.YYYY if known): page numbers. Medium of Publication. 

 

 Bails, Jerry. „Fandom Origins“. Comics Feature 1 (1980): 30. Print. 

 

Article in an online newspaper or magazine 

Author’s last name, first name (if known). “Title: Subtitle.” name of newspaper/magazine. 

date of publication (MM.DD.YYYY). last access date (MM.DD.YYYY) <please insert URL>. 

 

Evers, Mark. „Olympia der Cyber-Athleten“. Der Spiegel. 18. Okt. 2004. 22. Okt. 2004 

<http://www.spiegel.de/spiegel/0,1518,323515,00.html>. 

 

Article in an academic online journal 

Author’s last name, first name (if known). “Title: Subtitle.” name of the journal. issue (year). 

last access date (MM.DD.YYYY) <please insert URL>. 

 

Aarseth, Espen. „Computer Game Studies, Year One.“ Game Studies: The International 

Journal of Computer Game Research 1.1 (2001). 20. Februar 2005 

<http://www.gamestudies.org/0101/editorial.html>. 

 

Movie 

Title. Dir. director’s first name last name. Perf. actor’s first name last name, ... (3-4 actors). 

Production company, year of release. Medium of publication. 

 

Psycho. Dir. Alfred Hitchcock. Perf. Anthony Perkins, Janet Leigh, Vera Miles. Universal 

Studios, 1960. Film. 
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TV series 

Title. Creators. creator’s first name last name. Perf. actor’s first name last name, ... (3-4 

actors). Network. Years. Medium of Publication. 

 

Friends. Creators. David Crane and Marta Kauffman. Perf. Jennifer Aniston, Courtney Cox, 

Lisa Kudrow, Matt LeBlanc. NBC. 1994-2004. Television. 

 

Episode of a TV series 

“Episode Title.” Series name. Writ. writer’s first name last name. Dir. director’s first name 

last name. Production Company, year of release. Medium of publication. 

 

"The One Where Chandler Can't Cry." Friends: The Complete Sixth Season. Writ. Andrew 

Reich and Ted Cohen. Dir. Kevin Bright. Warner Brothers, 2004. DVD. 

 

Song 

Performer’s name. “Title.” Album title. Label, Year of Release. Medium of Publication. 

 

Doors, The. “Break On Through.” The Doors: Original Soundtrack. Elektra/Warner Music, 

1991. CD. 
 


